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Two more thefts of mailed checks in mid-January have been reported to Darien police, but in the meantime,
the mailboxes recently damaged from a later incident have been replaced with a type considered much less
likely to have mail stolen from it.
The two new mailboxes have thinner slots to accept mail, and there's no door to open or piece that sticks out
toward a car at the drive-up spot. Otherwise, they look like ordinary Post Office deposit boxes.

The mailboxes were installed late last week.
Similar mailboxes are replacing the older models in New York City, where thefts have been occurring from
them. In fact, these new mailboxes look identical to the ones now being installed in New York City.
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Police have said thieves use a bottle with a sticky substance on it, tie it to a string and then, essentially, "fish"
for mail that they pull up. When they find checks in the mail, the checks are altered and cashed, often for
thousands of dollars apiece.
That's what happened with two more thefts of checks reported to police. Each of the checks had been mailed
on Jan. 13. The Police Department gave these details:
Incident Type: Theft of Mail Incident # 2019-001344 Blotter Date/Time 01/29/2019 1850hrs Location: 30
Corbin Dr
A check for $60 was mailed from one of the outdoor mailboxes on Jan. 13. When the victim checked his
bank account several days later, he saw the check had been altered and cashed for $2,398.14 to someone he
didn't know.
Another person mailed a check for $260 from one of the outdoor mailboxes on that day. On Jan. 17, a bank
notified this person that someone tried to cash the check for $3,700. The account didn't have enough funds to
cover the transaction, and the deposit was denied. The matter was reported to police on Feb. 1.
In the previously reported incidents that occurred at about the same time, a total of $17,938.86 was stolen
from checks mailed in the mailboxes. The new report of the latest successful theft brings the total from midto late-January to $20,136.86, not including the $3,700 declined.
__________________
Previous articles about the recent wave of thefts from the mail:
More Reports of Mail Stolen After Being Dropped Off Outdoors at Post Office (Jan. 28)
Darien Police Issue Statement on Recent Post Office Mail Box Thefts (Jan 24)
Check Mailing Roulette: Two More Reports of Checks Stolen from Outdoor Post Office Mailbox
(Jan. 21)
Thieves Go Once More Into the Darien Post Office Drop-Off Boxes (Dec. 27)
Another Case of Mail Theft from Late October / Early November Reported to Police (Dec. 22)
Police: Thousands of Dollars Stolen from Checks in a Mailbox — on a Shoestring Budget (Oct. 30)
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