Darienite
News for Darien
https://darienite.com

New Canaan Officials Support Surveillance Cameras to Record
Vehicles Entering Waveny Park
Author : David Gurliacci
Categories : Beyond Darien, Outdoors, Public Safety, Recreation
Tagged as : Surveillance Cameras, Surveillance Cameras 2019, Video Surveillance, Video Surveillance
2019Waveny Park 2019
Date : July 3, 2019

Following an online petition signed by more than 2,000 people, and acting on the advice of police, New
Canaan officials said this week that they’re looking to install cameras to record motor vehicles entering and
leaving Waveny Park, just north of the Darien border.
— This article originally was published by NewCanaanite.com
Parks and Public Works officials said during a subcommittee meeting Tuesday that the cost of installation
might be around $25,000, for which they would likely request a special appropriation.
The main purpose of the cameras will be to “show visibility of activity coming in and out of our parks,”
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Parks and Recreation Commission Chairman Rona Siegel said during a meeting of the appointed body’s
Camera Subcommittee.
The two-person subcommittee, which also includes Parks Commissioner Matt Konspore, discussed potential
locations for the cameras, focusing on the three entrances to the park — one on South Avenue and two on
Lapham Road, including near the Waveny Pool.
“It would just be an extension of cameras at the entrances — not throughout the park,” Siegel said during the
meeting, held at Town Hall.
Those in attendance included Siegel and Konspore as well as Recreation Director Steve Benko, Public Works
Director Tiger Mann and Parks Superintendent John Howe.
“If I was going to add another camera I’d put…[it] at the West parking lot at Waveny House, because people
come to jog and walk,” Benko said.
Mann recommended that the subcommittee’s next step should be to carry out a Request for Proposals, or
‘RFP’.
“Given that nobody at this table is a security expert,” Mann said, he would “rather keep [the RFP] as broad
as possible … There are many different ways to skin the cat.”
By leaving it up to bidders to determine the best way of accomplishing the surveillance goals of the cameras,
the subcommittee can be sure it doesn’t over- or under-estimate the amount of funding it requests from the
Board of Finance and Town Council, officials said.
The Police and Information Technology Departments should be involved in evaluating the proposal as well,
Mann said, adding that “it’s not going anywhere without the police signing off on it.”

He suggested that the subcommittee give the Police Department the opportunity to evaluate both the RFP and
successful bid.
“They have a security specialist on staff,” he said, and the subcommittee should make use of that expertise.
Because the Board of Finance doesn’t usually meet in August, Mann said that it would likely be October
before the cameras could realistically be installed, if not later. Siegel said that she wants the cameras “in this
year.”
With that said, the group underscored the importance of getting it right.
“There’s no room for error here,” Konspore said.
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By putting out an RFP, Mann said the subcommittee would be “taking some action,” especially important
“given the sensitivity and given the problem.”
_____________
See also:
Criminal Investigation Started in Missing Woman Case, Her SUV Found (May 29)
Leashed Dog Bit by Coyote at Waveny Park: Police Suggest Keeping Dogs Away from Pond Area
(May 3)
Christopher Lloyd Talks About His Childhood at Waveny House Fundraiser (2017)
_____________
The proposal for surveillance cameras in the park was the result of a petition which was launched following
revelations that a missing New Canaan woman’s car was found parked along Waveny on Lapham Road on
the day she disappeared.
Chief of Police, Leon Krolikowski has previously said that the installation of cameras would “help
tremendously” with investigations into crimes and incidents at Waveny.
Members of the subcommittee briefly discussed the question of cameras in other New Canaan parks.
“In future budgeting … somebody needs to figure out the other sites that we need these things,” Siegel said.
“We’re going to have to build our own infrastructure for that. Because why just Waveny? I’m with everyone
on that.”

SIDEBAR:
Waveny Pool Popular This Summer
— This is a shorter adaptation of this article by Olivia Oldham previously published on NewCanaanite.com.
With sustained humidity and high summer temperatures finally hitting New Canaan, locals are flocking
to Waveny Pool. The pool opened for the summer season on Memorial Day weekend and judging by the
crowds, locals are loving it.
Recreation Director Steve Benko said the pool has been very busy.
A maximum of 100 nonresident season passes for the Waveny Pool are sold each spring,
following a lottery. This year the price was $1,225. The town-owned, self-sustaining Waveny
Pool is open each year from Memorial Day through Labor Day.
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The Waveny Pool facility features a 50-meter pool, a kiddie pool for young children and a pavilion. A variety
of activities and programs are also held at the pool.
“We try to do an activity every day, relay races, sharks and minnows, Simon says… we’ve also worked with
the library – they’ve come here to do a reading thing on a Monday and Tuesday,” Benko said. The pool also
hosts swim meets, with about 70 to 75 kids in the swim team, he said.
As of 8:30 a.m. on July 1, Benko said, the pool has sold 702 family passes, 147 individual passes, 69 nanny
passes and 141 senior passes.
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