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Rockets' red glare and bombs bursting in air in a fireworks event may yet happen o'er the land of the (blue)
wave at Darien High School this July, according to Selectman Susan Marks.
At a previous Board of Selectmen meeeting, the panel removed $13,498 for police overtime from the budget
because school district officials had said construction for the new cafeteria and concerns about damage to the
turf after last year's fireworks event made it seem that the event couldn't take place this year.
A look at possibly holding the event at Weed Beach resulted in Darien police officials saying they didn't
think they could protect crowds walking back and forth on Nearwater Lane, the only road most people could
use to get to and from Weed Beach.
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But on Monday, Marks said there's still hope, and a group of people are seeing if they can fit fireworks on the
high school campus. Marks said the group was going to talk with Superintendent of Schools Dan Brenner
and Board of Education Chairperson Tara Ochman this week to see if the Board of Education might approve
a plan.
"One of the men from Atlas [Fireworks] that we have dealt with [...] came down to the high school, walked
around the high school with [town Fire Marshal] Bob Buch," Marks said. First Selectman Jayme Stevenson
and Michael Lynch, the facilities manager for the school district, were also at the recent walk outdoors on the
campus, along with a few other people, she said.
The group was there to assess whether it was possible to conduct the fireworks anywhere else on the campus.
"So they think they did come up with a possible new site [on campus]," Marks said. The group had planned
to meet with Brenner and Ochman to see whether they would support the idea, she said.
"I'm sure they will have many questions," Marks said. "At the forefront will be 'How do we keep the turf —
how do we do things differently with the turf so, hopefully, we don't have as much damage as we did last
year."
Doing a better job of cleaning up after the event was another topic Marks expected to be discussed.
The Board of Education meets Wednesday night. While the topic is not on the agenda, Brenner or Ochman
may bring it up in their regular reports near the start of the meeting.
If the fireworks do take place, Marks said, they would likely take place on either Friday, July 6, with a rain
date the following night, or on Saturday, July 7, with a rain date the following night.
"It's all very preliminary, and the Board of Education will have to give [its] permission, so I just want to give
everyone, including the public, an update," she said.
Volunteers Wanted
"We still are looking for volunteers," Marks said. "It's not a huge job — I truly mean that."
"If you have a few key people, it's really co-ordinating events and activities. It doesn't take hours and hours
and hours," she continued. "We have a step-by-step how-to [manual] for anybody that's listening out there,
and Stacey Tie and I would be happy to walk anyone through it."
Tie, now on the Board of Education, previously volunteered to help with the event.
"So we're hoping for some good news, but our first stop will be permission to use the campus, then we need
David Genovese [of Baywater Properties] to work his magic and raise some money from the merchants,"
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Marks said. "And then we need two or three wonderful volunteers from Darien — anyone over the age of 21, I
would say, can certainly come forward and we'll work with them very closely.
"So I'm optimistic that we will get people to magically appear [...] and the community will have a great
fireworks event."
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