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The New England Chapter of the Congress for New Urbanism, a largely professional group formed to
improve commercial redevelopment of cities and towns, is holding an "open house and happy hour" at The
Goose in Darien on Friday.
The free event takes place from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., Friday, Aug. 5, in a reserved room at the restaurant and is
open to anyone who RSVPs the organization. Contact Lejla Skokic at lejla@snunewengland.org.
The "open house and happy hour" is one of several the organization's New England chapter is hosting across
the six-state region. From the group's announcement:
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Join CNU New England's staff and board as we head to a city near you! Connect with local members,
supports, and allies. Learn more about what is happening in your community and around the
region, and ways to stay involved all year.

The national Congress for the New Urbanism organization website describes itself this way on one page of
its website:
Take a street: Our members are the activists advocating a safer street with added bike lines, the
engineers designing the street with the community’s input, and the urban designers who make it
beautiful. We’re also the architects designing the buildings to frame the newly designed street, and
the developers who build them.

From the "About" Web page on the CNU New England Chapter website:
The Congress for the New Urbanism, New England Chapter (CNU New England) is a cross-disciplinary
network of professionals and advocates working to build strong cities and towns in New England.
Our mission is to educate the public and the development community about the benefits of New Urbanist
planning, design and development; to support the implementation of projects consistent with the principles of
New Urbanism at the local, state, and regional levels; and to encourage the adoption of policies and
regulations that promote traditional human-scaled urbanism.
From the Congress for the New Urbanism "The Movement" Web page:
Founded in 1993, New Urbanism is a movement united around the belief that our physical environment has a
direct impact on our chances for happy, prosperous lives. New Urbanists believe that well-designed cities,
towns, neighborhoods, and public places help create community: healthy places for people and businesses to
thrive and prosper.

In the late 1980s and early 1990s, a large number of urban designers, architects, planners, developers, and
engineers were frustrated with prevailing development patterns, which focused more on building dispersed
housing far from traditional downtowns and Main Streets. Meanwhile, inside cities, urban renewal was
destroying the fabric of historic neighborhoods and isolating once-stable communities.
As cities continued to decline, a coalition of urban designers, architects, planners, developers, and engineers
coalesced to create New Urbanism—a movement for reinvestment in design, community, and place. Their
values, and the core principles of their work, are articulated in the Charter of the New Urbanism:
We stand for the restoration of existing urban centers and towns within coherent metropolitan regions, the
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reconfiguration of sprawling suburbs into communities of real neighborhoods and diverse districts, the
conservation of natural environments, and the preservation of our built legacy.
Over the past 25 years, the New Urbanist movement has changed the conversation from debating the
alternative forms of development to discussing how best to preserve, design, develop, and restore our
regions, cities, and neighborhoods.
New Urbanists have been responsible for creating and popularizing many now-common development
patterns and strategies, including mixed-use development, transit-oriented development, traditional
neighborhood design, integrating design standards into affordable housing, and designing complete and
beautiful streets.
As momentum for mixed-use, walkable neighborhoods has grown, New Urbanists have risen to the challenge
of building on past successes, establishing new design and development standards, and accelerating the pace
of change.
Editor's note: This article originally was published Aug. 2. The time stamp has been changed to move the
link it back up on the home page.
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