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Gavin Scott Hapgood, 44, of Darien has been charged with manslaughter in the death of a 27-year-old hotel
worker in the Caribbean nation of Anguilla on Saturday, April 13, according to the Anguillan, a local
newspaper.

Hapgood, an account manager with UBS Global Asset Management in New York City, according to
Connect.Data.com, was arrested, released and then rearrested on Wednesday, April 16, the Royal Anguilla
Police Force said.

He appeared before a magistrate that day in a local court, where he was initially denied bail, then later
granted it after his lawyer appealed to a judge, the newspaper reported. Hapgood is scheduled to appear in
court again on Aug. 22.
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Kenny Mitchell (or Michel, according to earlier police statements), 27, a Dominica national who worked at
the hotel where Hapgood and his family were staying, died from asphyxiation and blunt force trauma of his
head, neck and torso, the newspaper said, citing the death certificate.

UPDATE: Additional Details Released in Case of Darien Man Charged with Manslaughter in
Anguilla (Tuesday, April 23)

Hapgood later boarded a plane and left the island, the newspaper reported.

The report caused enough outrage in Anguilla that on Saturday the head of the police force and Chief
Minister Victor Banks, the head of of the country's government (a British territory), each issued statements
asking residents to remain calm as the case was investigated further and went through the courts.

According to the Anguillan, Banks' statement said in part:

I am very much aware that in matters of this nature an atmosphere of calm is critical to the
effective exercise of justice. Many of the comments that are posted on social media and the
utterances on some broadcast media can give the impression that our anger goes beyond the
accused and seeks to attack a wider group of people.
Anguilla has been known for its welcoming and friendly people — let us not come across as if
we are spreading hate to visitors and friends of Anguilla. That is not the attitude that has
recommended us to the world as a place that is famous for its hospitality, and where peace and
tranquility resides.

Elliott Forbes, the commissioner of police said in an announcement on the Royal Anguilla Police Force's
Facebook timeline on Saturday, April 20:

The RAPF has executed their function and likewise both courts adjudicated over the matter.
This matter is now before a competent court and the law should be allowed to take its course
without interference.
I am aware that members of the public have different views on the issue and you are entitled
to your respective views and I respect your views, I also respect your fundamental rights of
freedom of expression, all i am asking Is that you do not say or do anything that can
jeopardize the case and let the process take its course.
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The RAPF issued a similar statement on Friday.

The Connecticut Judicial Branch website lists no current criminal or motor vehicle cases for Hapgood, and
no convictions.
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